
O C T O B E R  2 5 - 2 9 ,  2 0 2 1

O C T O B E R  
Oct. 22 - Professional Development Day (No School)
Oct. 25 - School Immunizations (gr.6&7)
Oct 25 - Pizza Hut Munch-a-Lunch 
Oct. 29 - PAC Snack Day Munch-a-Lunch

N O V E M B E R  

Nov. 1 - Munch-a-Lunch - Steveston Seafood House
Nov. 4 - Diwali
Nov. 4 - Pizza Day Munch-a-Lunch
Nov. 8 - Photo Retake Day
Nov. 8 - Munch-a-Lunch - White Spot
Nov. 10 - Remembrance Day Ceremony @ 9:00 am
Nov. 11 - Remembrance Day (No School)
Nov. 22 - Professional Development Day  (No School)
Nov. 28 - Hannukah Begins

  
"We acknowledge and thank the First Peoples of  the hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓ (hun-ki-meen-um)  
language group on whose traditional and unceded territories we teach, learn and live.

There is no School tomorrow, 
Friday, October 22. 

It is the Provincial Professional 

RICHMOND EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT PROGRAM 

Our wonderful REAP student, Rhodora Harries* is in her fourth week 
at Westwind under the sponsorship of Ms. Fitzpatrick.  If you are 
curious how you, or someone you know might become an 
Educational Assistant, see page 5 of this WAAG.  Our school district 
offers programs!

 * We'd like to send out our apologies for the error made in her name in a previous WAAG.

Since 2013, our Westwind Grade 6/7 students have had the unique 
opportunity to work with The Arts Connection in their "Reach to Teach:  
Immersed in the Arts" Program.  The aim of the program is to connect 
students from different socio-economic backgrounds, breaking down 
barriers and experience the creative process through different forms of 
artistic expression.  Prior to Covid, our Westwind students were able to 
meet with students from Admiral Seymour Elementary (Vancouver) at 
the local Arts Connection facility to create, learn and express themselves 
through multidisciplinary classes in dance, drama and the visual arts 
together.  In the last two years, our students have been meeting through 
ZOOM and are learning and sharing together on-line.

R E A C H  T O  T E A C H

Ms. Brulhart's Division 2 class is participating this year.  Katie P. and Sienna B. 
share their thoughts: 

"Reach to Teach" is a program that allows kids to expand their creative thinking and 
release the inner artist inside them!  This week in "Reach to Teach" in Ms. B.'s class, 
we did drama games with Mr. Ross (the drama teacher) and some friendly 
competition games with Seymour Elementary School.  For the art portion of the 
session, we watched a slide show made by Ms. Jessica about M.C. Escher!  He 
loved creating patterns with tiles and in class, we created our own Escher patterns 
to begin our tesselation art.  That concludes this week's session of "Reach to Teach."
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PAC Updates

ACTIVITY Orders Open Orders Closed Food Day
PIZZA HUT Oct-11 Oct-17 Oct-25
SNACK DAY COMBO Oct-06 Oct-15 Oct-29
STEVESTON SEAFOOD HOUSE Oct-11 Oct-25 Nov-01
PIZZA DAY Oct-18 Oct-30 Nov-04
WHITE SPOT Oct-11 Oct-31 Nov-08

P A C  F O O D  O R D E R  S U M M A R Y  -  T O  K E E P  Y O U  O R G A N I Z E D !

PA C  M E E T I N G  O C TO B E R  2 6  @  6 : 3 0  P M  
Please join us on zoom for our October PAC Meeting.  All parents are welcome.   

Westwind October PAC Meeting 
Oct 26, 2021 6:30 pm 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://sd38.zoom.us/j/61691198567 

Meeting ID: 616 9119 8567 
Passcode: 6000

We are excited to announce another fundraising 
partnership with a great company: True Earth. A 
percentage of all sales will go directly to the school. 

Take a look at the various eco friendly products offered 
including their laundry detergent strips. 

https://fundraising.tru.earth/Westwind

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE  
FOLLOWING LUNCH DAYS!  

Monday, Oct. 25- Pizza Hut (ordering now closed)
Monday Nov. 1- Steveston Seafood House (ordering 
closes on Oct. 24)
Monday Nov. 8- Whitespot (ordering closes on Oct. 
31)

Ordering for December will open on November 1st

Monday Dec. 6- Takeya Sushi (ordering closes on 
Nov. 28)
Monday Dec. 13- Whitespot (ordering closes on 
Dec. 5)

Any questions? Need help ordering? Please send an 
email to alannalunchday@gmail.com 
Be sure to join the Westwind PAC Facebook group to stay 
up-to-date on all the latest Westwind news https://
www.facebook.com/groups/205434056304180

* See agenda 
 attached to email
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As a staff we collectively scanned our learners.  We wondered:
• What is going on for our learners? 
• How do we know?
• Why does it matter?  

So we asked learners back int he Spring the following Four Key Questions for Learners (Spirals of Inquiry):
• Can you name two people in this setting who believe you will be a success in life?
• What are you learning and why is it important?
• How is it going with your learning?
• What are your next steps?

We also added two SEL wellness/coping questions in response to being in a pandemic and the multitude of stressors that we have a hunch has 
had an impact on our learners:

• Intermediate - What do you need to learn and thrive at school?
• Primary - What do you need to keep your heart happy at school?
• Intermediate - What are some helpful strategies you have to cope with difficult emotions (sadness, anger, disappointment, fear, etc.)?
• Primary - What helps your mind, body and heart feel calm when you have big feelings (mad/sad/angry)?

After our scan we met as a staff on numerous occasions to determine a focus for "Our Story" as a collective inquiry.
We asked the following questions as we analyzed the evidence (evidence from Scan: “four key questions” and  “Wellness” questions):

• What caught our attention during the scanning phase? 
• What’s missing? What other evidence do we need? 
• What are some strengths that our learners show in this area? 
• How could we build on these strengths? 
• What can we most effectively tackle over the next few months? years?
• What will have the biggest impact?
• Where will we concentrate our energies in order to make a big and lasting difference for our learners? 

 
In Summary
We noticed that our learners on whole feel safe and supported with adults in our school that believe in them.  As learners, they could identify an 
emergent understanding of the big ideas of what they were learning and were working towards naming their next steps.   

We noticed that our learners seem to find it difficult to articulate what they need to thrive as learners both academically and social emotionally.  In 
response to the past 18 months of COVID and the dynamics of solving social issues peacefully we see a need to focus on developing Social and 
Emotional skills and competencies for our learners.  

For many, stress was tied deeply into how they are doing with their learning, relationships and how they do in school.  Stressors were named by our 
learners that included their “success” as a learner, worries about getting along with others, and their overall “happiness” in life (happiness was 
significantly tied to “friendships”).
    
If we think about SEL as not just a limited set of skills (ie. breathing/self talk, etc.) but rather as a complex set of competencies including academic 
engagement ("success" as our learners call it), self-efficacy, perseverance, grit and self-management (regulation) then all the pieces of what we 
notice start to fall into place.  We noticed that learners brought up all these areas when they spoke of what they needed to thrive at school.   While 
learning the skills are vital – it is just the tip of the SEL iceberg!  
 
Main Question to be our focus…
How might we build our learners’ social, 
emotional, and personal competencies to 
help them learn, work and thrive together 
at school and in life?
 
Sub-questions to guide us…
• What foundations do we need to build?
• How often do our learners use strategies to 

learn more effectively? 
• How do our learners manage their emotions, 

thoughts, and behaviours in different situations?
• How strong are our learner’s relationship skills?
• How do our learners regulate emotions?
• How well do our learners control their emotions 

when they need to? 
• What do our learners need to know to exercise 

responsible decision making?
• How much do our learners believe they can 

learn and thrive at school and in life?
• What do our learners need to feel safe in order 

to explore SEL?

Visit our Website for posts 
with evidence and greater 
detail: 
Our Story Action Blog 
Our Story Evidence Blog
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https://westwind.sd38.bc.ca/our-school-story/our-learning/our-actions-blog
https://westwind.sd38.bc.ca/our-school-story/our-learning/our-evidence-blog
https://westwind.sd38.bc.ca/our-school-story/our-learning/our-actions-blog
https://westwind.sd38.bc.ca/our-school-story/our-learning/our-evidence-blog
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Monday October 25th is 
BC School Libraries Day. 
On this day many classes  
will participate in the "Drop 
Everything and Read 
Challenge.

Richmond Christmas Fund
The Richmond Christmas Fund is a non-religious, non- 
discriminatory program operated by Richmond Cares, 
Richmond Gives. This organization assists low-income 
individuals and families living in Richmond, BC, who do 
not have the financial means to celebrate the holidays. 
The Christmas Fund provides eligible individuals and 
families with grocery vouchers, toys, books, and gift 
cards. Please see the attached flyers for more 
registration information.

A  R E F L E C T I V E  M O M E N T  B Y  M S .  L U D W I G

Halloween Candy Donations at our 
school will give to people in need on 
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. 
  
McMath Student Leadership is hopeful you 
will consider asking your child to donate any 
extra candy they have, so that they can 
continue their mission. The McMath 
Leadership students are looking forward to 
this volunteer opportunity and will be 
bagging and wrapping the candy for 
delivery.   

L E T  G O  O F  T H E  R I C E  

     So much more can happen with our hands open. In fact, closing and maintaining 
our grip is often what keeps us stuck, though we often want to blame everything and 
everyone else, especially what we're holding on to. 

     There is an ancient story from China that makes all this very clear. It stems from 
the way traps were set for monkeys. A coconut was hollowed out through an opening 
that was cut to the size of a monkey's open hand. Rice was then placed in the carved-
out fruit which was left in the path of the monkeys. Sooner or later, a hungry monkey 
would smell the rice and reach its hand in. But once fisting the rice, its hand could no 
longer fit back out through the opening. The monkeys that were caught were those 
who would not let go of the rice. 

     As long as the monkey maintained its grip on the rice, it was a prisoner of its own 
making. The trap worked because of the monkey's hunger was the master of its 
reach. Though the monkey believes in its moment of hunger that there is no other 
food, it only has to let for its life to unfold. Our journey is no different. For though we 

stubbornly cling, believing that holding on the only possibility, we only have to let go 
and with greater ease, our lives will unfold. The lesson for us is profound.  

I work daily to unfold the grip in my heart, and humbly, I can see now that the real challenge of surrender, for 
all of us, is not just letting go--but letting go of something that is unconscious and part of our conditioning.   

We need to always ask ourselves,  
What is our rice and what is keeping 

 us from opening our grip and letting it go? 
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Richmond School District 38 is excited to welcome kindergarten registration applications for children born in 2017, turning 5 in 
2022. These children will begin kindergarten in September 2022. Online registration opens on November 1, 2021. Please visit 
our website http://www.sd38.bc.ca/kindergarten for more information about our online registration process, required 
documents, important dates and FAQs.   
  
Families are encouraged to register any time during the Priority 1 registration period (November – January) for the best chance 
at attending their catchment school.  All registration applications completed any time during the Priority 1 registration period will 
receive placement decisions via emails from the school by February 4, 2022.   

Instead of in person information evenings this year, we have posted short videos that provide our new parents with information 
about the registration process, English Language Learner (ELL) assessments, and District Program Options – Early French 
Immersion and Montessori. These videos are available in English and Mandarin. Please view the videos at http://
www.sd38.bc.ca/kindergarten.  

Finally, there will be a Kindergarten Information Evening for parents of students with disabilities and diverse abilities 
via Zoom on November 17 from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. A link to the Zoom meeting will be posted on the Kindergarten Registration 
website closer to the meeting date http://www.sd38.bc.ca/kindergarten  

 Thank you and please share this information with your friends and family who have Kindergarten aged children! 

K I N D E R G A R T E N  R E G I S T R A T I O N  -  2 0 2 2

D I S T R I C T  I N F O R M A T I O N
 

 

October 19, 2021 
 

 

Richmond Education Assistant Program (REAP) 
 

Part Time REAP 2022  
January 2022 – February 2023 

 

~ PROGRAM INFORMATION ~ 
 

 

Part Time REAP 2022 courses will be delivered remotely and online via Zoom and other online 

platforms.  There will be some occasions when students will be required to attend classes in person.  

Also, all practica will be in person in Richmond School District schools. 

 

The Richmond Education Assistant Program (REAP) is designed for professional and caring adults who 

wish to work with K-12 school age learners with physical, behavioural, sensory and learning needs in 

schools.  REAP participants will learn about the role and responsibilities of Education Assistants, child 

development, personal  and health care, current issues in education, theories and principles of learning, 

team work and communication, curriculum and learning resources, understanding behaviour 

management as well as other relevant job-related topics and skills.  Participants must have sufficient 

physical ability to perform activities such as supervision on the playground/gymnasium as well as 

perform activities such as the physical lifting of students. 

 

Participants will be in a Part Time program that will begin in early January 2022 and end in early March, 

2023.  There are eleven courses, two practica and a learning portofolio.  All instructors are highly 

qualified with specialty training and experience in their fields. 

 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW (Part Time REAP 2022) 
Courses will be held remotely and online from 6:00-9:00 pm on Mondays and Wednesdays and a series 

of Saturdays from 9:00 am - 3:30 pm.   Zoom will be the platform that will be used.  Zoom can be 

accessed via a tablet, iphone or laptop. It is important to ensure that you have access to both audio and 

video components of your device as well as good internet connectivity.  There may be a few occasions 

in which students will be asked to attend in-person sessions in which health and safety protocols will 

be in place. 

 

There are two practica which will be held at various schools in the Richmond School District during 

regular school hours Monday through Friday.  The exact start and end times of the practica will depend 

on the schedule of the school placement. 
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